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header
main
sidebar
footer

• Start w/a float left layout

Frozen Layout

• Put all content in a div
• Set a width on that div
• We now have a frozen layout

(not in the flow)

• Advantages
• Content in order in XHTML.
• No weird element expansion issues.

• Disadvantages
• Lots of empty space on right in a 
wide browser window.

• Flow
• Nothing can move...frozen in place!

all content div

header

locked width

locked width

locked width

locked width

Browser

locked width

sidebar
• covered by main
• content respects floater's 
boundaries
• content flows around the 
floater

CSS
• set left margin to give 
separation from floater

main
• not in the flow
• sits below header both on 
the page & in the XHTML
• covers sidebar

CSS
• set width
• float left

CSS: 
• set width

footer
• CSS: clear left (to avoid floater)
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